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JOUENAL KEPT ON BOAED THE UNITED STATES 
PEIGATE "CONSTITUTION," 1812, BY AMOS A. 
EVANS, SUEGEON UNITED STATES NAVY. 

CONTRIBUTED BY A. W. EVANS, ELKTON, MARYLAND. 

[Dr. Amos A. Evans, eldest son of John and Mary (Alexander) Evans, 
was born November 26, 1785, in Cecil County, Maryland. On his 
father's side he was descended from a Welsh immigrant of the early 
part of the eighteenth century, and his maternal grandfather, Amos 
Alexander, was a magistrate of Cecil County before and during the Eev- 
olution, two of whose brothers were concerned in the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of May, 1775. Dr. Evans studied medicine with local prac- 
titioners and under Dr. Benjamin Eush, of Philadelphia, and September 
1, 1808, was appointed surgeon's mate in the United States navy, and 
ordered to Louisiana, where he was on duty at the Marine Hospital, 
New Orleans, and other points. He was made surgeon April 10, 1810. 
In 1812 he was ordered to St. Mary's, Georgia, and en route was wrecked 
on the North Carolina coast. Making his way to Washington and re- 
porting to the Navy Department, he was ordered to the frigate " Consti- 
tution," then lying in the Potomac, and joined that ship March 23, 1812. 
He was on duty at the navy-yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts, 1813-14, 
and in the latter year took a degree at the medical school of Harvard 
College. In 1815 he was fleet surgeon in the Mediterranean on the 
United States ship " Independence," 74, sailing from Boston July 2, 
and arriving back there December 5, 1815. Again on duty for some 
time at Charlestown, he later received a furlough to enter into private 
practice in his native State, and finally resigned from the navy April 
15, 1824. He died at Elkton, Maryland, January 15, 1848.] 

June 11 th 1812. — Left the Navy yard at Washington City 
in the TJ. S. Frigate Constitution. 

July 5-12. — Sailed from Annapolis down the Bay and 
went out of the capes on the 12 th for a cruise. 

July 15 th . — Spoke a Spanish privateer Schooner from St. 
Jago de Cuba hound to Philadelphia. Same evening spoke 
a Brig from N. Orleans bound to Baltimore : informed her 
that war had been declared against England. . . . 

July 16 th .— h\ Lat. 39° 18' N. at 2 P.M. in 18 fathoms 
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water four sail of vessels in sight : at a quarter past 3 P.M. 
tack' d to the eastward : at 4 P.M. a ship in sight bearing 
N.E. standing down for us, and 3 ships and a brig N.N.W. 
on the starboard tack. From 4 to 6 P.M. light airs from 
the Northward : at a J past 5 haul' d up the mainsail : at 
6 the single Ship bore E.N.E. At | th past 6 P.M. got a 
light breeze from the Northard & Eastward, wore ship and 
stood towards the above sail, keeping her a little off the 
starboard bow : set top gallant and Royal Staysails, and 
starboard top gallant studden sails. At half past 7 beat to 
quarters. At 8 P.M. light airs : coming up with the above 
ship very slowly. At 10 P.M. haul'd down the staysails & 
haul'd up the spanker : at \ past 10 make the private sig- 
nal of the day : at \ past 11 haul'd down the signal, not 
having been answered by the above ship, and made sail by 
the wind, with starboard tacks on board : from 12 to 4 A.M. 
light airs from the Southward & Eastward and cloudy. 

July 17 th . — At 4 A.M. the ship made a signal with a 
rocket and 2 guns. At daylight discovered 3 sail off the 
starboard quarter bearing N.E., and 3 sail astern : at 5 A.M. 
discovered another sail astern, making 2 Frigates off our 
Lee quarter, and 2 frigates and one ship of the line, one 
brig and one schooner astern, with English colours hoisted. 

At J past 5 A.M., it being calm and the ship having no 
steerage way, hoisted out the first cutter, & got the boats 
ahead to tow ship's head to the Southard. Got a 24 pounder 
up off the Gun deck for a stern chaser, and the long 18 
pounder from the forecastle aft : cut away the Taffrail to 
give them room, and ran two guns out of the cabin win- 
dows. 

At 6 A.M. got the Ship's head round to the Southard and 
set topgallant studdingsails and staysails, one of the frigates 
firing at us. At £ past 6 A.M. sounded in 26 fathoms of 
water. At 7 A.M. got out a Kedge and warped the ship 
ahead. At £ past 7 hoisted the colours and fired one gun at 
the ship astern. At 8 A.M. calm, employed warping and 
towing the Ship ahead ; the other ships, having a light air, 
gaining on us, with their boats ahead, and one of them 
Vol. xix. — 11 
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using her sweeps. At 9 A.M. the above Ships in close 
chase, and nearest frigate gaining on us. At 9 minutes 
past 9 A.M. a light breeze sprung up from the Southard; 
braced up by the wind on the larboard tack, when the 
above frigate came round, firing, but her shot did not reach 
us. Got the boats along side & ran two of them up. At 10 
A.M. started about 2335 gallons of water, & pumped it out : 
almost calm. Manned the first cutter to tow ship : six sail 
of the enemy's ships off the starboard beam and quarter : 
perceived that the nearest frigate had got all the boats from 
the other ships to tow her towards us. From 10 A.M. to 
Meridian employ'* warping and towing, all sail made by the 
wind : one of the other ships coming up, having apparently 
all the boats from the other ships. Light airs and cloudy. 
At meridian light airs from the Southard and Eastward, 
attended with calms — J after meridian sent the first cutter 
and green cutter ahead to tow the ship. J before 1 P.M. a 
strange sail discovered two points abaft off the leebeam : 
the 4 frigates one point off' the Starboard quarter, Line of 
Battle Ship, Brig & Schooner oft' the leebeam. At 7 min- 
utes before 2 P.M. the chasing frigates commenced firing 
their bow chase guns : we 1 returned them with our stern 
chase guns. At J past 3 P.M. still chased by the above 
ships, one of them is nearly within gun shot. At 7 P.M. 
observed the enemies' ships towing with their boats ; low- 
ered down the first cutter, green cutter and gig, and sent 
them ahead to tow ship, steering S.W. \ W., light airs in- 
clinable to calm : at \ past 7 sounded in 24 fathoms water. 
At 8 P.M. light airs from the Southward & Eastward, the 
l rt & 5 th cutters ahead towing ship, the enemies ships in the 
same position as at half past 7 P.M. From 8 to 9 light 
airs and cloudy ; Enemies ships still in chase. 

1 In conversation, many years after, Dr. Evans mentioned watching 
with a glass the forecastle of the nearest English frigate, which was 
crowded with officers gazing at the " Constitution," when a shot from the 
latter's cabin window struck in the midst of the group, which instantly 
scattered. The force of this shot was probably much spent by the dis- 
tance. 
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July 18 th . — At 2 A.M. sounded in 23 fathoms of water — 
discovered one of the ships off the Lee beam : At J past 2 
A.M. took in the steering sails. At daylight 4 frigates in 
sight, three off the lee quarter and one off the lee beam, 
from two to three miles distant. At 4 A.M. 6 sail in sight 
from off the deck. Haul" 1 down the fore top mast staysail, 
very light breezes. 20 minutes after 4 A.M. tack* ship to 
the Eastward ; at 5 A.M. pass d about gun shot distance to 
windward of one of the frigates ; hoisted in the first cutter. 
Six sail in sight from the masthead. At 8 A M. haul* down 
the middle staysail : at 9 A.M. fitted and set fore and main 
sky sails. Saw a ship to windward supposed to be an 
American Merchantman standing towards us. The frigates 
astern hoisted the American colours as a decoy, and we im- 
mediately hoisted English colours : got royal studden sail 
and booms fitted & shifted the starboard fore top mast stud- 
densail boom which was sprung. At 10J A.M. sounded 
in 25 fathoms of water, fine grey sand and broken shells. 
At 11 A.M. took in sky sails. At meridian moderate 
breezes and pleasant weather : rather leaving the frigates in 
chase, the headmost frigate to Leeward, bearing nearly N. by 
W. 4 or 5 miles distant : the nearest frigate ~W\S. W. direct 
in our wake, distant about 3J miles. The line of battle ship 
K by "W. J W. on the Larboard Tack, hull down. Two 
frigates off our lee quarter, N.KW. } W. & N.W. by N. 
about 5 miles distant, & the brig bearing about N. by W. 
Latitude observed 38° 47' E". which from that & the sound- 
ings got at \ past 10 A.M., allowing for the distance since 
run, gives our Longitude about 73° 53' W. from which we 
date our departure. 

At 4 P.M. a moderate breeze from the S.S.W. and cloudy : 
four sail of the enemy still in chase, the nearest about 6 
miles off bearing N.N.W. \ W. & off the weather quarter 
W. by K \ W. From 4 to 6 P.M. moderate breezes and 
cloudy: at \ before 7 P.M. a heavy squall of wind with 
rain : took in sail, &c — \ past 7 P.M. the leewardmost ship 
N.N.W. \ W. & the weathermost ship, the other two more 
astern & hull down. J past 10 P.M. wind tack d round to 
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W : made all sail close by the wind. Heard two guns from 
the enemies ships off the lee quarter : at 11 could just dis- 
cover the weather ship in our wake: moderate breezes 
during the night. 

July 19 th .— At i past 4 A.M. hauled up to S.E. by S. 4 
Sail in sight astern, the weathermost ship bearing N.W. J 
W., the 2 d K¥, & the others K¥. by K no[r]thing; all 
of them hull down. At J past 6 A.M. more moderate — 
employ* wetting the sails aloft : at 8 A.M. moderate breezes 
and pleasant: 4 ships still in sight chasing us. The 
weathermost ship bearing N.W. \ IS. having her lower 
yards under: & the leeward ship N. by W. At J past 8 
A.M. all the ships in chase stood to the Northward & East- 
ward & were completely out of sight in a few minutes. 
Thus terminated a disagreeable chase of nearly 3 days, — 
attended with inexpressible anxiety and alternate elevation 
and depression of spirits as the winds were propitious or 
otherwise. We had many times given over all expectations 
of making our escape, & had it not been for uncommon 
exertion we must inevitably have fallen a prey to the supe- 
riority of our enemy. 

At J past 8 A.M. discovered a Brig two points off the 
starboard bow : took in studdensails &c and stood for the 
sail ahead : at 9 discovered another sail ahead : £ past 9 
A.M. back* the main topsail & spoke an American Brig 33 
days from St. Domingo bound to Portland : we informed 
her that war was declared against England, that there were 
cruisers astern, and advised her to stand well to the East- 
ward. At 10 A.M. fill a away and stood for the other sail off 
the Lee bow ; came up with her J past 11 and boarded, and 
found her to be the American Brig Sally, 23 days from 
St. Bartholomew's to Phil\ When we informed her that 
war was declared & cruisers off she stood for Charleston, 
S.C. At meridian made sail and stood to the Eastward : 31 
men sick. At 2 P.M. fresh breeze from Westward : dis- 
covered a ship from the masthead bearing E. by N. : haul d 
close by the wind & discovered the sail to be a large ship 
standing by the wind with starboard tacks on board : at 4 
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P.M. discovered her to be a merchant ship with American 
colours flying. Back* the main topsail and boarded the 
American Ship Diana 47 days from Lisbon for Baltimore. 
She is a handsome, copper-bottom 4 ship. The boarding 
officer was told that a corpse which then lay on the quarter 
deck was our late consul at Lisbon, Mr. Jefferson, nephew 
of the late president, who had died that morning. In- 
formed him that war was declared, & advised him to keep a 
bright lookout. He had 80,000 dollars specie on board. 
At §• past 4 filled away & stood E. At 6 mustered the crew 
at quarters, as usual every evening. 

July 20 th . — At 40 minutes past 4 A.M. discover* a sail 
ahead ; hauled by the wind N.N.E. to speak her : at \ past 
6 fired 2 muskets at her, which she did not appear to mind : 
then fired 2 32 pound carronades and bro't her to : boarded 
and [found] her to be the snow Rising Sun, Mayburry, 
Master, 43 days from Oporto, bound to Newport (R.I.) in 
ballast. At 4 P.M. discovered a strange sail to the North- 
ward and Westward. 

July 21"} — At J past 7 A.M. discovered a sail off the Lar- 
board bow : made sail : at meridian came up with the above 
mentioned vessel & found her to be the same brig that we 
had spoken on Monday 2 bound from St. Domingo to Port- 
land. 

At I past 4 P.M. discovered a large ship off the lee beam 
standing to the Southard and Eastward : at 5 bore up and 
made all sail towards her : J past 7 spoke and found her to 
be a ship under Spanish colours 4 days from New York, 
bound to Teneriffe. From her we procured some late New 
York newspapers and learned that Oomm d Rodgers' Squad- 
ron had not return d from chasing the Jamaica fleet. That 
the Essex was on a cruise by herself, and that the John 
Adams and Nautilus had left New York on a cruise a few 
days before the ship sail'd. We also learn' d from the papers 
that the Wasp had arrived in the Delaware from Cowes. 

July 2'2 i . — At \ past 2 A.M. squally and rain. Lat. ob. at 

1 Date sic in original, but should be Tuesday, July 21. See post. 

2 Sunday ? 
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meridian 39° 45' N. At } past 1 P.M. discovered 2 sail off 
the Lee bow : made sail and stood towards them : } past 5 
discovered 3 other sails from the masthead, bearing N.W. 
by N\, making a squadron of 5 sail, which we supposed to 
be our old friends of chasing memory. Took in the studden 
sails and haul 4 by the wind, and soon lost sight of them. 

July 23 d . — At 4 A.M. discovered a sail off the weather 
quarter : took in Top gallant sails, tack d ship and stood for 
her : \ after 4 laid the main top sail to the mast & spoke the 
Brig Triton, 23 days from Porto Rico, bound for Ports- 
mouth N.H. : made sail, and at f past 7 A.M. discovered 
two sail bearing E.N.E. : at 9 A.M. spoke the Brig Hazard of 
Wiscasset from Cadiz, bound for New York. Informed her 
of war with England and advised the Cap* to make the best 
of his way to Boston ; he immediately altered his course, 
and stood for the latter port. \ past 9 A.M. spoke another 
Brig, 81 days from St. Ubes, bound to New London. In- 
formed us that they had been nearly starved for want of 
provision, but had been supplied by an American privateer, 
2 days before, who informed him of the war. Told us that 
he would stand in for Boston. Fresh breezes from South- 
ard and Eastward, with rain. The ship was going 12 knots 
before the wind. At meridian sounded on the tail of 
George's bank in 50 fathoms water. No observations. Cold, 
wet and foggy during the night: wind from the Southard. 

July 26 th , Sunday. — Light winds — variable. Beating to- 
wards Boston light house : a number of small vessels in the 
bay. The scenery of the country surrounding the bay is 
very romantic and picturesque : passed Scituate, a small 
village on the Southern side. The general face of the coun- 
try hilly and thickly settled. The light house is situated 
on a small Island and the right side of the entrance of the 
principal channel, and has a very good revolving light. 
The State house and several of the church steeples in Boston 
are visible a considerable distance down the bay. The hills 
along the bay present a round, smooth surface, and do not 
appear to have much timber on them. At 11 A.M. a Pilot 
came on board. Mr. Chew, the purser of the ship, went up 
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to town in the boat this afternoon, for the purpose of pro- 
curing our provisions &c: with him went the 6 th Lieut., 
Mr. Morgan, to open a rendezvous for shipping men. 

The Bay from a short distance below the light house to 
Boston appears to be nearly fill* with small Islands, pre- 
senting to the eye a most delightful prospect. Some of 
them a[re] handsomely cultivated and improved. Two of 
the Islands nearest the Town are strongly fortified, and be- 
tween them lies the channel, which at that place is not wide. 
There are several other commanding situations for forts 
lower down. It is in fact more susceptible of defence than 
any port belonging to the U. States. Just below but out of 
reach of gun shot of the fort the channel is not much wider 
than the length of a large ship across and very intricate, and 
on each side of the channel at that place a very strong bat- 
tery might be erected. 

July 27 >k , Monday. — "We came up and anchored just below 
the fort. Lighters employed getting off provisions & water 
for the ship. In the afternoon went to Boston, & after 
attending to some articles which I had [unintelligible] for, 
went to the Exchange coffee house, perhaps the largest 
building of the kind in the U. S. The Post office and many 
shops and other offices are kept in this building. Spent the 
evening at viewing the Town which much surpasses in gaiety 
and beauty my conception of it. The " Mai" is a pleasant 
and fashionable extensive walk, planted with Elm trees. 
The State house is situated on an eminence in the N.~W. 
part of the town, and is a stupendous and elegant building. 
The streets of Boston are narrow and crooked, but well 
paved and clean. The houses have an air of neatness about 
them that in my opinion much surpasses Philadelphia or 
Baltimore. The merchants meet in State Street, in front 
of the exchange, to transact business every day from 12 to 
2 o'clock — but the exchange, in which there is a news room 
well furnish 4 with papers, is generally crowded. The 
people of Boston with whom the Constitution and her 
Commander are both favorites, appear overjoy 4 at our ar- 
rival, as they had confidently expected we were taken by 
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the British squadron. They cheered Capt. Hull as he pass* 
up State Street about 12 o'clock. 

July ®8 th , Tuesday. — I slept last night at the exchange in 
the room No. 190 something, and after breakfast this morn- 
ing took a hack and after driving around town went out 
thro' Cambridge, and having view d the college pass d on as 
far as "Fresh pond tavern," a house so call d delightfully 
situated on the bank of a small lake or pond about 5 or 6 
miles "W. of Boston. After staying some little time there 
I return 4 along the foot of " Bunker's Hill" thro' Charles- 
town, and stop 4 at the Navy yard. The country along 
which I pass 4 is well cultivated and lined with country- 
seats and farm houses, generally 2 stories, frame, and hand- 
somely painted, with elegant gardens and yards ornamented 
with a variety of flowers, shrubs, and trees, amongst the 
latter English poplar, elm, and English walnut are the most 
common. The enclosures along the way are generally made 
by stone fences. Pass 4 Gov. Gerry's beyond Cambridge ; a 
neat place on the right hand going out. Charlestown is 
separated from Boston on the South only by a branch of 
Charles river, over which there is a toll bridge. There are 
also 2 other Toll Bridges over it on the way to Cambridge, 
one a few hundred yards higher up the branch than the 
other. The Frigate Chesapeake is now repairing at the 
Navy yard at Charlestown. 2 Gunboats and a revenue cut- 
ter constitute the naval force at this place. Judging of the 
females of this place from their appearance in the street, 
the only opportunity I have had of seeing them, I should 
say they were not so handsome as those in Philadelphia 
and Baltimore. Their persons are not so neat nor their 
motions so graceful. Their complections are rosy and 
healthy, and their countenances, features, sprightly and 
animated : or, in other words, they appear to have more 
mind and less grace than the Southern ladies. I know 
nothing of their dispositions, but, if permitted to apply the 
rules of Lavater to their Physiognomies should say there was 
a superabundance of Tartaric acid in them. The Yankees, 
however, I have always understood, are a set of stiff-neck 4 , 
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stubborn republicans, and, of course, not likely to submit 
to the most tyrannical of all governments, I mean a Petticoat 
one — I amused myself part of the forenoon in the book- 
stores, of which there are a great number in this place. In 
all of them I found plenty of sermons in pamphlet form, 
& pieces against " Maddison's ruinous war," as they call it. 
I inquired particularly for the letters of the " British Spy," 
attributed to Mr. "Wirt, of V a but was not able to procure 
a copy in the place, altho' I was told an edition of it had 
been published here. " Sampson's Memoirs," & " Curious 
Speeches" were neither of them seen in any of the stores ; 
nor do I recollect to have seen a copy of the Columbiad in 
my tour thro' them. Cherrys and currants are now in season 
here. I recollect we had some in Washington City in the 
beginning of June. So confident were the people of this 
place that we had been taken and carried to Halifax that a 
friend of one of our officers had forwarded letters of credit 
for him to that place. On board of an old ship above 
Charlestown bridge there are a number of British pris- 
oners taken by the privateers from their merchantmen. 
Yesterday the Cartel bearing the flag of truce (white) at 
the fore, left this place on her return for Halifax. She 
bro't the seamen that were taken by the Leopard from the 
Chesapeake. The English midshipman that was lately re- 
taken in his prize by the crew returned in the Cartel. I 
understand he gives it as his opinion that Comm d Rodgers 
manag 4 or maneuvered his ship very badly in the late attack 
on the Belvidera, on board which vessel he says he then 
was. — Query ? During my ride to-day I saw several old 
fortifications that had been thrown up at the time the Brit- 
ish had possession of Boston ; say at the commencement of 
the revolution. Will the United States receive any assist- 
ance from the eastern states in the prosecution of the 
present war ? Judging from present symptoms, I fear not. 
Good God ! Is it possible that the people of the U. S. en- 
joying the blessings of freedom under the only republican 
government on earth, have not virtue enough to support it ! 
Well might Horace say — " all men are mad." If Democri- 



162 Journal of Amos A. Evans, Surgeon United States Navy. 

tus or Heraclitu8 were alive at the present day, our follies 
would burst the sides of the one & exhaust the tears of the 
other. " Quem deus vult perdere, prius dementat." May 
heaven forbid that the proverb should ever suit us. . . . 

We receive accounts that the British squadron are burn- 
ing and destroying our merchantmen on the coast. The 
people of this place say they did not expect anything of 
that kind — are sorry that the British should imitate Bona- 
parte in anything. Will not this serve to rouse them in 
some degree ? Why do the merchants blame our govern- 
ment for this ? Did it not hold out to them this language : 
we are about to declare war, take care of yourselves. — Are 
not Lloyd, Qnincy and others who informed tbem that an 
embargo was about to be laid, culpable : or do they that 
were foolhardy enough to despise the counsels & run 
counter to the wishes of the Government, deserve any 
commiseration ? 

July SO" 1 , Thursday. — Foggy, with rain in the afternoon. 
Went on shore in Town: spent the day in viewing the 
place & reading the news in the coffee house. A variety of 
reports in circulation & much guessing amongst the Yankees 
about the war, captures, &c. 

Paid a visit to Mr. W. Hollingsworth l at Task's Tavern 
in Broomfield lane, and dined with him. Saw there some 
genuine, unsophisticated Yankees from the country. One 
of them guess 4 Com d Bodgers had gone to France and would 
shortly arrive with a fleet of French ships, and " want 
much afeer d to hold a bottle of the bgast [best?] wine" 
with his neighbour on the subject, who "rather guess d " he 
" hadndt" gone there, but didn't much like to lay a bottle 
of wine " abbout" it. Visited the marine Hospital in Charles 
Town. It is a commodious building, but the site is, I think, 
not a very good one. The rooms and bedding are neat, clean 
and comfortable. Had about 35 patients in it when I was 
there. 

July 31", Friday. — Slept last night at the exchange coffee 
house, and after breakfast took a walk round Town. Vis- 

1 Mr. Hollingsworth was from Maryland, and a cousin of Dr. Evans. 
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ited the State house and after sauntering an hour or two 
in the book stores, returned on board the ship. Less fog 
to-day than usual — Wind from Eastward. . . . 

August 1", Saturday. — Damp and very foggy in the fore- 
noon. Wind from the eastward with rain in the evening. 
The day's report says the Maidstone Frigate is capturing 
the fishermen at Cape Cod. Others say there are 2 Frigates 
in the bay. We are all ready and only waiting a fair wind 
to proceed on a cruise. To-day came in an American Brig 
from Liverpool loaded with salt, which we took possession 
of. She was bound to St. Mary's but hearing of the war 
put in here. I suppose she was again liberated, as I have 
heard nothing of her since. 

August %*, Sunday. — Got under weigh [sic] at 5 o'clock 
A.M. and pass 4 the light house about 6. Stood N.E., wind 
S. & W. and pleasant. Saw at one time 50 sail of vessels, 
most of them small. Lost sight of land in the afternoon. 
Spoke a ship from Ireland with passengers. 

August 3 d , Monday. — Was call d to Quarters last night 
about one o'clock, in consequence of the light of the rising 
Moon, which was taken by the officer of the watch for Sig- 
nals. Chased a small sail for some time to-day, but gave 
up the chase in consequence of being so far to leeward of it. 

August 4- ih , Tuesday. — At 4 o'clock spoke an American 
Fishing Schooner from Belleisle bound to Cape Cod. Had 
seen no cruisers. Saw a Ship on Sunday, but did not know 
what she was. Directly afterwards we saw and pursued a 
ship to the Northward, apparently an armed one, perhaps a 
Sloop of war or Privateer. Lost sight of her after dark. 
Light winds — cool, inclined to fogs. 

August 5 th , Wednesday. — Pleasant day — Very light winds. 
Stood to the Northward during the forenoon. The ship 
that we had chased was not in sight this morning. Stood 
to the Southard during the latter part of the day. Light 
airs. 3 Sail in sight before Sundown from the topgallant 
yard. Stood by the wind about S.S.W. in pursuit. 

August 10 th , Monday. — Fresh breeze from N.JST.W. Stand- 
ing N.E. Lat. ob. 45° 10' N Long. 54° 45' W. At meridian 
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discovered from the top gallant yard a sail on the weather 
beam. Gave chase. At 5 J P.M. fired a shot ahead and 
bro* to a Brig which on boarding proved to be the British 
merchant brig the Lady Warren from St. John's New- 
foundland bound to the Island of St. John's. By her log 
book it appears that she sailed in company with some other 
vessels on the — Ins't, under convoy of H.B.M. Frigate 
Jason and a government armed Brig. From one of the 
sailors we learn that there was a larger Frigate than the 
Jason in company, but that the latter was the flag ship : — 
that there were 4 ships and 4 Brigs all deeply laden with 
troops, &c. The Lady "Warren left the convoy on Sat- 
urday night in the fog, and being light, out sailed them. 
After bringing on board the Cap', Supercargo, Mate, and 6 
seamen, together with their private property, we set fire to 
the Brig in different places — and made sail to the N & E. 
She continued to burn for several hours, and presented an 
appearance after dark awfully beautiful and grand. Such 
are the dreadful, concomitant evils of a state of war. The 
Brig was in Ballast. The Supercargo laboured under a 
severe fit of the gravel, to which he says he has been sub- 
ject for some years. 1 Every medical and other assistance in 
our power was yielded him. He observed that the loss of 
his Brig was a trifle compared to the pain he felt. Wind 
still blows fresh. 

August 11 th , Tuesday. — Blew fresh all last night from the 
N. & W. At 10 o'clock A.M. discovered a sail ahead from 
Top Gallant yard. At 12 came up with her. Proved to 
be a British Merchant Brig, Advance, [or Adiona] from 
Shediack harbour [N.B.] bound to New Castle upon Tyne, 
loaded with Squar d Pine Timber. Got out of her the Cap- 
tain, Mate and crew consisting of 9 men and boys, and set 
fire to her at 2 o'clock. "We then fill 4 away to the W. At 
4 o'clock P.M. her sails took fire and were consumed in a 
few minutes, directly after which her masts went overboard. 

1 Dr. Evans left some notes of the medical treatment of the super- 
cargo, whose name was Freeman. 
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From the Captain we learn that they saw a Frigate on the 
9 th inst. standing down the Gulph of St. Lawrence with a 
Brig in Tow, hut did not speak her. She was five days out 
when we captured her. We learn from him that Capt. 
Porter had sent a cartel with a Lieut, into St. John's, N. F. 
with prisoners. Lat. by ob : at meridian 45° 12' N. Long. 
55° 10' W. In 73 fathoms water at meridian. The air 
yesterday, last night, and to-day was uncomfortably cold. 
Caught a red headed Woodpecker on board this morning, 
in 60 fathoms water, distant from land 150 miles. 

August 12 th , Wednesday. — No vessels in sight to-day. 
Pleasant breeze from N. & B. Stood off and on since 
yesterday. Lat. ob: 44° 57' N. Long. 55° 39' W. We 
learn from the Supercargo of the Lady Warren that Com 4 
Barney has taken several vessels off Newfoundland and 
burnt some fishing boats. That the Essex also burnt some. 
He also tells us that the small pox is very fatal and preva- 
lent in St. John's at present. Sick list decreases ; having at 
present but 15 men sick mostly slight cases. The Super- 
cargo represents St. John's, Newfoundland, as a place 
strongly fortified both by nature and art. There are high 
hills on each side of a very narrow channel. The lands, he 
says, are very barren and but thinly settled, being princi- 
pally fishermen. He says it is considered as a nursery for 
Sailors. A great many Irishmen are yearly bro't over and 
after being kept in the fishing trade of that place for a few 
years are transferred or impress d into the British Navy. 
The families of the fishermen, he says, are miserably poor. 
Whilst the husband is out fishing the merchant who owns 
the fishing boat in which he is employ* issues out to his 
wife and children their daily allowance of provision, which 
is very scant and not of the best kind. Hence it is more 
than cruel to destroy the fishing boats, — because when the 
Husband returns without fish the merchant ceases to supply 
his family. More of the miseries of a state of war ! We 
have the consolation, however, of knowing that this wanton 
and merciless kind of warfare was commenced by the Brit- 
ish : far exemple, at Cape Ann. He says it is believed at 
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St. John's that the Constitution is off the British Channel 
with Commodore Rodgers' squadron. 

August 14 th , Friday. — Light winds from N. & W. : course 
about E. Were alarmed about 9 o'clock with the cry of fire 
in the cockpit — Produced by one of the Surgeon's Mates 
having left a candle burning in his state room with the door 
locked. We found considerable difficulty in opening the 
door, in attempting to force which I had my right hand 
jamm d with a crowbar: in consequence of which I am 
under the necessity of writing with my left. I have la- 
boured under great pain all day, and am much afraid it will 
terminate in Tetanus. The cry of fire is dreadful on shore, 
but ten thousand times more distressing on board a powder 
ship at sea. It produced much confusion, but was instantly 
extinguished. The Surgeon's Mate, who is truly a worthy 
fellow, was arrested for his negligence. Hove-to at noon, 
in 30 fathoms water, and caught a very large Hollibut, and 
what sailors call a man's-head : a curiosity and novelty to 
me. Lat. obs 4 45° 51' N. Lon. by D. R. 55° 35' W. At 3 
P.M. a sailor fell overboard out of the main chains. The 
topsail was instantly backed and the stern boat lower 4 down. 
The man being (fortunately) an expert swimmer, kept on 
top of the water, and was pick 4 up about 200 yards astern. 
He said he could have taken off his shoes, but did not wish 
to lose them ! The blood however appeared to have for- 
saken his cheeks. The tenure of a sailor's existence is cer- 
tainly more precarious than any other man's, a soldier's not 
excepted. Who would not be a sailor ? I, for one. 

August 15 th , Saturday. — Pleasant weather: light winds 
from S. & W. Discovered immediately after daylight five 
sail of vessels on our weather bow. Made all sail and stood 
for them. Gaining on them fast. At 8 o'clock A.M. dis- 
covered that one of them, a brig in tow of a sloop of war, 
was on fire. Another of the Brigs stood before the wind. 
The sloop of war then stood by the wind on the other tack, 
as did also a Dutch-built, sharp stern Barque. A Pilot 
built schooner stood by the wind on the starboard tack. 
We immediately stood after the sloop of war, with Lar- 
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board tacks on board. After standing in that way a short 
time the Barque tacked & stood between us and the sloop 
of war. We then tack d , fired a gun, and bro't her down. 
She had English colours hoisted which she haul d down 
when we fired. On boarding her we discovered that she 
was a prize to the American privateer Dolphin from Salem ; 
that she had been captured yesterday evening : that the 
schooner to windward was the Privateer; and that the Brit- 
ish Sloop of war Avenger had fallen in with them in the 
night, having two prizes in company — one of which, viz 

— the one set on fire, was a fine Brig, the belonging 

to New York : the other was the one that stood before the 
wind. The Barque had been boarded by the Sloop of war 
at 4 o'clock A.M., but discovering us recalled her boat 
without leaving any of her crew on board or taking out any 
of the Privateer's men. He ordered the Barque to follow 
him, who finding us from our sails, &c, to be an American 
and that the Sloop of war was running from us, was then 
trying to make for the Privateer. After taking out of her 
her former Captain and two boys, the only English pris- 
oners on board, we made all sail after the Prize Brig before 
the wind. In a short time the Sloop of war was out of 
sight, still standing from us with all sail set. At 2 o'clock 
we bro" to the Brig Adeline * from England, loaded with 
dry goods and hard ware bound to Bath in Massachusetts 
bay. We took from on board of her a British Master's 
mate and five seamen belonging to the Avenger, and put 
[on] Mid n Madison and five seamen [and] started her for 
some port in the TJ. S. She was taken by the Avenger on 
the 7 th Inst. Whilst chasing the latter Brig we pass 4 near the 
Brig in flames. The Barque follow d us until compleatly out 
of sight of the Sloop of War — and then haul 4 by the wind to 
the S. & E. At 3 P.M. discovered land from the top gallant 
yard — bearing N. by E. distant 40 miles — supposed to be 
cape Mace. Sounded in 80 fathoms water. Wind S. & W. 
Lat. ob : at meridian 45° 58'. Long 53° 14'. By the Prison- 
ers we are informed that several Frigates are cruising on 
1 Name altered in original from Adelaide. See September 12. 
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the banks, amongst the rest the Belvidera, 1 Guerriere, 1 
Shannon, 1 Spartan, Pomona, Eolus, 1 &c &c — The Captain 
(Johnson) of the Avenger supposed us to be the Frigate 
Essex. The Avenger laid closer to the wind than we did 
and appeared to sail very fast. We were under an im- 
pression that she would out sail us and thus prevent our 
taking either of the other vessels. . . . Cold and raw in the 
afternoon. Wind freshened in the evening and blew a stiff 
breeze in the night. I observe that a troublesome cough 
with which I was annoyed the principal part of the last 
winter, and which ceased when the warm weather com- 
menced, has again come on. Whilst in the act of writing 
the two last words of the above sentence the Drummer and 
fifer were call* to beat to quarters, having discovered a light 
a short distance off on the lee bow. It proved, however, to 
be the Brig which was burnt during the day, and not a 
ship's light as was at first supposed. Blowing fresh still, 
and quite cool. 
******** 

The sloop of war had the figures 68 marked on her 
quarter & bow like a Transport, for the purpose, no doubt, 
of deceiving the privateers. The Sloop of war made sig- 
nals several times during the morning. 

August 17 th , Monday. — Cloudy & cold. Fresh breeze from 
W. : Standing to the S. & W. No observation. Passed 
about 6 o'clock the wreck of a vessel that appeared to have 
been capsized. No observation to-day. Wind increases : 
cold, damp, disagreeable weather. 16 men on the Sick 
List. My wounded hand is nearly well. — We tack d ship 
and pass* just to leeward of what was supposed to be a ves- 
sel capsized and it proves to be a dead whale floating on the 
surface. On approaching we supposed it to be an Island 
of Ice. There were a number of small birds — perhaps 
" Mother Carey's Chickens" flying about it. The oil was 
floating on the water some distance to leeward. As we 
pass* it, we were saluted with a very unpleasant smell. 

1 Together with the Africa 64 and the Brig Nautilus are the vessels 
that chased us off New York July 16, 17, 18 th . 
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Directly after passing it we wore ship and stood again to 
the S. & "W". — At 11 P.M. were call* to Quarters, having 
seen a vessel nearly ahead standing before the wind. She 
haul 4 her wind and we made all sail after her, and after 
a chase of 1J hours came up with and spoke the American 
Privateer Brig Decatur, Capt. Nichols, from Salem, 12 
days out, and had taken nothing. In chase of a Ship yes- 
terday carried away her fore top mast. Was chased last 
evening by a Ship of War. During our chase of her last 
night she threw overboard 12 of her Guns, leaving but 2 
sixpounders on board. She carried 100 men. The Cap* 
came on board of us and got some Irons, having thrown all 
his overboard in the chase. We learn that he had boarded 
a Cartel from Halifax to Boston, from whom he learn d 
that the Privateer Curlew of Boston, & Letter of Marque 
Catherine of Salem are both taken into Halifax. The 
former by the Africa — 64, and the latter by a large gun 
Brig, after an action of 45 minutes. Prom the same source 
we are informed that there are 300 American prisoners in 
Halifax. — They were getting their Bags ready to come on 
board, supposing we were an English man of war, and were 
overjoyed when undeceived by our boarding officer. The 
Captain said he would steer for Cape Race : that 2 Guns 
were sufficient to bring Merchant vessels to. He kept 
in company with us all night and stood to the E d in the 
morning. 



(To be continued.] 
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